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divine activity. A very suggestive pre- 
sentation of the religious outcome of the 
doctrine of evolution is found in a catechism 
prepared by Sir Oliver Lodge, entitled The 

Substance of Faith Allied with Science. 

Schmid's The Scientific Creed of a Theo- 
logian is the work of a German pastor who 
has an unusually wide knowledge of scientific 
works on evolution. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

i. Just what does the term "evolution" 
mean? Do preachers usually employ it 
in an accurate sense ? 

2. Why has there been so much oppo- 
sition to the doctrine of evolution on the part 
of Christian thinkers ? 

3. If the conception of evolution is ad- 
mitted into our religious thinking does it 



become an "essential" of modern Chris- 
tianity, in the sense that it actually supplies 
material for faith ? 

4. What is the actual source of the doc- 
trine that sin is the persistence of inherited 
animal instincts? Is it a development of 
the traditional doctrine of original sin, or 
has it an independent origin ? 

5. If we admit that the human species 
is descended from brute ancestry, what 
changes in the traditional doctrine of man 
follow ? 

6. Can a consistent evolutionist believe 
in miracles ? 

7. Is anything to be gained for religion 
by trying to establish "breaks" in the 
evolutionary process ? 

8. What changes in the conception of 
God are necessitated by the adoption of 
the evolutionary theory ? 



SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES USING 

THE COURSE "THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 

TO OUR MODERN LIFE '" 



STUDY IV 

CHRISTIAN INDIVIDUALISM 



In this age of social awakening, moved 
by ideals of social service, and the call for 
definite expression of the great principle of 
the brotherhood of man, young men and 
women, carried away by enthusiasm, do not 
sufficiently, at times, emphasize the value 
of qualification for efficient service. Nor 
do they, by the study of their own especial 
capabilities, choose that particular phase of 
service which could best be rendered by 
them. 



Self-forgetfulness is a noble quality. 
But to find out how one can best contribute 
to the welfare of society as a whole, and to 
prepare one's self to do that work, is a task 
no less self-denying. The people upon 
whose shoulders civilization and society 
have been carried forward from generation 
to generation have been persons of great 
individuality — men and women who were 
able to separate themselves from the mass 
in order better to study its needs and to 



1 These suggestions relate to the work of the fourth month of this course, the student material 
for which is contained in this number of the Biblical World. The whole course may be obtained 
in leaflets for use with classes by registered members of the Institute. Registration fee, 50 cents 
plus 4 cents postage. Address: The American Institute of Sacred Literature, The Uni- 
versity of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 
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respond to its appeal. This month's work 
presents an opportunity for the leader of a 
group to arouse this phase of self-respect 
in young people, or even grown men and 
women, and possibly to inspire one or more 
of them to cultivate his special capabilities 
or talents in order that he may become a 
more valuable factor in the development 
of the Kingdom of God on earth. Educa- 
tion for Christian service in the home, the 
church, the state, and the larger world may 
be formal or informal, as circumstances per- 
mit, but never is it too late to entertain am- 
bition to give one's best in service. 

One of the simplest ways of influen- 
cing people to develop great qualities is 
to bring them into contact with conspicu- 
ously great characters in history, and to 
point out the crises in our own modern 
world which demand the application of 
great ideals. To begin with the Old Tes- 
tament, and then the lives of Jesus and 
Paul, and to follow the study of these with 
the study of the modern heroes of church 
and state, would provide a program for an 
inspiring year of study. At this point, 
however, we can discuss the matter only 
briefly. 

Program I 

Leader: The modern tendency to stand- 
ardization. Its advantages and disadvan- 
tages. 

Members: (i) David as an individual, 
i.e., that which distinguished him from the 
men of his day. (2) Isaiah as an individual. 
(3) Jeremiah as an individual. (4) Let 
the members of the group make notes while 
the three preceding reports are given and 
follow with contributions of the character- 
istics in which they think the individuality 
of Jesus was different from and exceeded 
that of the three characters named above. 
(5) A reading from the Gospels which 



graphically pictures the individuality of 
Jesus in contrast with the current ideals of 
his time. (6) Examples of the capacity 
of Jesus to develop individuality in others 
(three members of the group). 

Discussion: What was the secret of the 
individuality of Jesus ? 

Program II 

Leader: Modern characters which show 
Christian individuality as developed in 
modern social environment. 

Members: (1) The individual in relation 
to law. (Illustrate from the life of Jesus.) 
(2) The primal qualities of the worthful 
individual. (Illustrate as above.) (3) Ar- 
guments for the education of the individual 
as Jesus might have presented them. (4) 
Brief sketches of men or women (not biblical) 
who have in spite of disadvantages of en- 
vironment become great in their contri- 
butions to social needs (six members of the 
group). 

Discussion: To what extent can a 
Christian man in a great mercantile or 
manufacturing business recognize the indi- 
viduality of his employees ? 

REFERENCE READING 

Stevens, The Teaching 0} Jesus, chaps, ix, xi; 
Stalker, The Ethics of Jesus, chaps, xiii, xiv; 
Clarke, The Ideal of Jesus, chaps, ix, x; King, 
The Ethics of Jesus, chaps, vi, vii; King, The 
Moral and Religious Challenge of Our Time, 
chaps, i-v; Jefferson, The Character of Jesus, 
entire vol.; Leighton, Jesus Christ and the 
Civilization of Today, chaps, ii, iii, iv; King, 
The Theology of Christ's Teaching, chaps, xxi, 
xxii, xxiii; Hermann, The Social Gospel, chaps, 
vi, vii, viii; Hastings' Dictionary of Christ and 
the Gospels contains excellent articles on] the 
"Individual," "Individualism," "Individuality," 
"Individuality of Jesus," and the "Personality 
of Jesus." 



